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Special words 

among, disappeared, people, painfully, put, could, 

would, front 

Words where the vowel says its name:  

began, she, gradually, fortunately, me 

 

Yesterday, I took my dog, Kit, for a walk along the beach. The clouds 

partly hid the sun and the wind howled loudly.  

At first, Kit scampered happily amongst the rocks but then she 

disappeared. I called her name, louder and louder. Eventually, there 

was a soft whimper and she slowly made her way down the rocks and 

limped towards me. She slumped painfully to the ground at my feet. 

I lifted Kit and began to carry her home. She was very brave and 

silently put up with the pain. But gradually she got heavier and heavier 

until I could no longer hold her. 

Fortunately, a man drove into his drive just in front of us and I asked 

him if he would kindly drive Kit and me home. Kit and I sat awkwardly 

on the front seat, the seatbelt clipped tightly around us. 

When we got home, I drove Kit straight to the vet. The vet took an X-

ray that showed that Kit had broken three ribs. It is likely that her 

ribs will never heal properly. 



Questions/Activities 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 Set the scene and then tell the story in your own words.  

 How do you think the dog’s owner felt when she called her dog 

and it didn’t come to her? 

 The dog didn’t actually get heavier. Why did the dog seem 

heavier to the person carrying it? 

 Choose 2 or 3 words. What do these words mean: howled, 

scampered, among, disappeared, eventually, whimper, limped, 

slumped, awkwardly, heal, properly? 

 People and animals have ribs. What are ribs made of? Where are 

a person’s ribs? Why are ribs important? 

 

 

 


