
 

Todd the Mail Train          Set 4 (179 words) 
Text written by Angela Weeks and illustrated by Dick Weigall 

 

Special words 

Is, to, the of, as, he, his, wait, waits, hoe, will, 

booms, o’clock, before  

 

 

Todd is a big black train. 

Todd transports the mail to the port of Dundee. 

The mail boat to Britain sails at ten o’clock. Todd must not miss the 

boat.  

Todd huffs and puffs as he struggles up the hills. 

Todd beeps his horn as he speeds across the plains. “Beep, beep!” 

At a crossing, Todd sees a goat on the track. He beeps his horn but 

the goat just stands still. Todd has to stop and wait for the goat to 

get off the track. “Beep, beep, beep, beep!” 

How is Todd feeling as he waits? Will he to the port of Dundee before 

the boat sails? 

Ending 1 

It is ten o’clock. Todd is still crossing the plains. Will Todd miss the 

boat? When Todd gets to the dock, the boat has just left. Todd feels 

bad. 



or,  

Ending 2 

It is ten o’clock. Todd is at the dock. The mail is loaded on the boat 

and the boat sets sails. “Boom, boom,” booms the boat’s fog horn. 

“Beep, beep,” Todd replies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Questions 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 Which ending do you prefer: the ending where Todd gets to the 

port in time or the ending where the mail misses the boat? Why 

do you prefer that ending? 

 There is an expression ‘to miss the boat’. What do you think it 

means? For example, if you line up for an ice cream and when your 

turn comes, your favourite flavour has run out, someone might 

say, ”You have missed the boat”. 

 Ask ‘the reader’ to respond to these questions from the text. 

How is Todd feeling as he waits? Will he to the port of Dundee 

before the boat sails? 

 Ending 1: Why does Todd feel bad at the end? What do you think 

will happen to the mail? If appropriate, discuss the importance of 

the mail before telephones were in regular use and we had email. 

 Ending 2: What noise does the ship’s fog horn make? Why do 

boats have fog horns? As the reader what they know about fog 

and the problems it can cause and discuss together. 

 

 

 


