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Special words 

search, heard, one, wads, could, would, move, two, 

was, doesn’t, towards, surely, watched, when, police, 

assignment 

 

 

Ben King is a private detective. His most recent assignment was to locate a 

valuable statue that had been stolen from an American collector. 

King’s search took him to a remote cliff top cottage. He looked inside and 

saw three men standing around a large wooden crate. One of the men 

handed wads of dollars to the other two and then made a call on his mobile 

phone. The men sat down. They seemed to be waiting for something. 

King waited, too. He knew he could not take on three men on his own, but 

when one man left the room, he made his move. He entered the house and 

accosted the two men. Immediately, the third man returned. He aimed his 

gun at Ben and fired. 

King was winged. He staggered out of the house and fell to the ground. 

Then they heard a helicopter approach. The man with the gun staggered 

towards the helicopter with the crate. It looked as if he would get away. 

But King had a different plan. Despite the pain in his arm, he jumped into 

his car and drove towards the helicopter. Surely, King didn’t plan to crash 

the car into the helicopter. The man panicked. He dropped the crate and 

made a dash for the chopper.  



As King heard the engine start up, he rolled out of the car onto the 

ground and watched as it careered into the helicopter and burst into 

flames. 

King phoned for help. He picked up the gun, dropped by the thief when he 

let go of the crate, and strode towards the house. The two men gave 

themselves up and King held them at gun point until the police arrived. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions/Activities 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are working in 

pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 What did Ben do for a living? 

 What do private detectives do? 

 Tell the story in your own words. 

 Do you think the story could be true? Give a reason for your answer. 

 What do these words mean: assignment, valuable, remote, accosted, 

winged, staggered, despite, panicked, careered 

 In what ways is a helicopter different from a plane? 

 

 

 


