
 

The Log that Sank          Set 5 (172 words) 

 
Text written by Angela Weeks and illustrated by Rachel Frahn 

 

Special words 

The, is, are, rope, have, paddle, as, go, of, into, 

he, middle, to, me, topple, his, grimaces  

 

 

It is hot and Bim, Jed and Todd are at the dam. Jed and Bim paddle. 

Todd grabs the rope hanging from the gum tree. As he swings into the 

air, he spots a big log, floating in the middle of the dam. Todd lets go 

of the rope and drops into the dam. He has plans for the log. He will 

pretend it is a boat. 

Todd drags himself onto the log. He is content on his boat. Jed sees 

Todd sitting on the log and swims across to him. Up he jumps onto the 

log. Todd grins. “Wait for me,” cries Bim, as he swims to the log. Jed 

grimaces. Bim grabs the end of the log. He tries to lift himself onto 

the log. But the log sinks. Jed and Todd topple into the dam.  

The kids swim to the bank. Todd reflects on his ‘boat’ as he sees it bob 

up to the top, a log again, floating in the middle of the dam. 

 

 

 



 

Questions 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 What is a dam? 

 Have you ever tried to swing on a rope hanging from a tree?  

 Have you ever tried to pull yourself up onto something that was 

floating in the water? What were you climbing onto and how did 

you go about it? Tell me or show me. Did you succeed?   

 What do you think the word ‘grimace’ means? Look at Jed’s face 

when Bim wants to get up onto the log. Why did he pull a face? 

What do you think he is thinking? 

 What does the word ‘topple’ mean? 

 What does the word ‘bank’ mean on page 11? Tell me another 

meaning of the word ‘bank’.  

 

 

 


