
 

The Camel that had No Hump Set 10 (268 words) 
Text written by Angela Weeks and illustrated by Dick Weigall 

 

Special words 

lives, she, water, their, thought, another 

Words where a vowel says its name:  

so, no, me, she, moment 

 

Mirtle lives on a ranch in Australia with a bunch of camels. Mirtle is 

sad. She thinks she is odd. All the camels have a hump. But Mirtle’s 

back is flat. 

“How can I get a hump?” she asks the ants. The ants offer to make an 

anthill on her back. Mirtle settles down on the sand and the ants build 

an anthill on her back. But, the moment Mirtle stands up, the anthill 

slips off. Mirtle feels awful. She weeps and the ants attempt to cheer 

her up. But to no avail. 

“Perhaps if I drink a lot, I will grow a hump on my back,” thinks Mirtle. 

They say camels keep water in their humps.”n Mirtle drinks lots and 

lots of water but still she has no hump. 

Mirtle grows sadder and sadder. The rest of the camels tell her she is 

OK. She is different, but she is OK. 

Then, one morning, the owner turns up with an animal that has no hump. 

It looks like Mirtle. ”Perhaps I’m not so odd,” thinks Mirtle. “Here is  

another camel without a hump.” 



Mirtle runs up to the animal and nuzzles it. “I am so happy to see you,” 

she hums. “I thought I was odd. But now, I am not the only camel 

without a hump.” Mick , the new arrival, grins. “You are not odd,” he 

replies . “You are just not a camel. Like me , you are an alpaca.” 

Soon , there was a little alpaca and before long there were more 

alpacas than camels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions/Activities 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 What do camels store in their humps? It is not water. 

 Find pictures of anthills. How are they made? 

 Camels, alpacas and llamas are members of which biological 

family? 

 When and why were camels brought to Australia? What later 

replaced the camels?   

 When camels were no longer needed, they were let loose in the 

outback. There are now over a million wild camels. The 

government pays people to shoot them and leave them to rot. 

Some Australians oppose the cull, saying the government is 

wasting an opportunity to make use of a natural resource. What 

does this mean and what do you think? 

 

 

 


