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Every syllable has 

a vowel sound 

When you say a 

word, every time 

you drop your 

chin you are 

saying a syllable 

Syllables are in 

types that follow 

rules 

Syllables help you 

spell and read 

long words 

Things to know 

about syllables 

SPELD SA Phonic Books Set 9  Date ____________ 

Materials  

Teacher: SPELD SA Phonic Books Set 9 Guidelines, phonic book 

Student: worksheet, pencil and rubber, laminated sheet / mini whiteboard and dry wipe 

pen with eraser, word book  

What Will Happen to the Grub? 

Teacher reads the instructions aloud. 

1. Read the book to the teacher.  Use blending ‘right through the word’ strategy for unknown 

regular words.  

2. Tell the teacher what the book was about, whether you liked it or not, and why. 

3. Discuss comprehension questions (from p 3) and work on new vocabulary with the teacher. 
4. Tell the teacher 3 things about the book.  Teacher scribes (if needed). 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

5. Hearing syllables. The teacher reads the following words for the student. The student uses a 

syllable identifying strategy like chin drops to identify how many syllables are in the word. 

Write the number of syllables next to the word.  

moth (   )  apple (  )   hatches (   )   egg (   )  container (  ) 

 
6. Syllable type: Vowel team syllables.  

A vowel team syllable has a group of 2, 3 or 4 letters that work together 

to make a vowel sound. The letters can be a combination of vowel letters 

(a, e, i, o, u) or vowel letters and consonants – for example <igh> says /ie/.  

In English the vowel teams ‘ai’, ‘ay’ and ‘ey’ make the long /ai/ sound. Can 

you highlight the ways of making the /ai/ sound in the words below? 

What do you notice about the position of the sound in the word?

rain 

prey 

tray 

grain 

plain 

fail 

container 

they 

lays 

played 

stray 

grey 

Friday 

day 

say 



      SPELD SA Phonic Book Worksheet - Set 9: What Will Happen to the Grub? Page 2 of 7 

 

7. Word sort. Highlight the 4 different ways of making the long /ai/ sound in the words below – 

ai, ay, ey and a-e. Sort and write the words under the correct heading. 

rain       stay       ray    lane  prey   contain       sale     they 

pail         plate       playing     grey   trail      stray     plane 
 

ai ay a-e ey 

rain stay lane prey 

    

    

    

8. Homophones are words that sound the same but have different meanings and often different 

spellings.  Homophones often have different vowel teams for different meaning of words that 

sound the same. 

Change the long /ai/ spelling for each word in the table below by changing the magic 'e' to 'ai'. 

Write the new word in the empty box.  Highlight the new /ai/ sound.  What is the new word?  

 Word  New Word  

 

pale  pail 
 

 

mane  

 

 

 

made  

 

 

 

pane  
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9. Choose 1 sentence from the book and read it to the teacher. Copy the sentence.  Check your 

sentences for correct spelling by ticking each correct letter-sound and correcting incorrect 

letter-sounds.  

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
 

10. Comprehension.  Circle the correct word from the text. 

A codling moth lays an egg on an (apple / peach) leaf. 

The apples are sorted and packed into (buckets / boxes). 

The container is loaded onto a (ship / plane). 

The truck delivers the boxes of apples to (shops / market) 

 
11. Dictation  

a. Sound and word revision sets 1-8: The teacher says each sound for the student to write on 

a laminated sheet or whiteboard (“Write the sound /x/”). The teacher then says each word 

for the student to write (“Write the word ‘box’”). The student repeats the word, segments 

the word into sounds using fingers (b-o-x) then writes the word.  

Sounds: /x/, /k/, /sh/, /o/   Words: box, luck, think, container. 

 

b. Revising Vowels: The teacher asks the student to write on a laminated sheet or whiteboard 

the different ways of writing the long 'o' sound. (“How many ways can you write the long ‘o' 

sound. We have now learnt three ways.”) 

By set 9 students have learnt the following ways of writing the long ‘o’ sound: 

o (open), o-e (stone), oa (load)  

c. Sentence. Read the sentence with the teacher.  Discuss difficult or new spellings and sight 

words. For multisyllabic words, split the words into syllables. Repeat the sentence from 

memory. Write the sentence on a laminated sheet or board. Tick correct letters and make 

corrections. Check for capital letters and punctuation. 

What do you think happened to the grub? 
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12. Reading Fluency (words/minute).  Read the words on the Fluency Word Chart as fast as you 

can across the rows. The teacher will time you and say ‘Stop’ after one minute.  If you get 

to the end of the list, start at the beginning again.  

 

I read _____ words in one minute. 

 

13. Teach how to detect the rhyming words in the top row and circle the words that rhyme. The 

student reads the 3 words in the following rows and circles the words that rhyme. 

moth cloth mouth 

egg get leg 

box truck docks 

grub tub grey 

 
14. Read the words. Tell the teacher a word that rhymes with each word. Write the word. The 

teacher explains any words that rhyme but do not have the same spelling. 

ship   

leaf   

pack   

15. With the teacher, find words in the text with a given sound. Read each word, write the word 

and identify the position of the sound in the word. 

Is the sound at the beginning, the end or in the middle of the word?  

/o/ (short vowel) /a/ (short vowel) /u/ (short vowel) 

   

   

   

 

Date :  /  / 

 

 ___________ wpm 
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16. Encoding Sounds - spelling practice 

Choose 5 words from the Fluency Word Chart.  

For each word: 1) Say the word aloud. 2) Count the sounds, pinching your fingers as you say 

each sound in the word. 3) Cover the word and write it on your whiteboard, making sure you 

write the correct number of sounds. 4) Uncover the word and tick each correct letter. Make 

corrections. 

17. Special words   

Read the words. Fill in the blanks for the words below. 

are what when onto 

a _ e _ _ a t w _  e n _ _ t o 

_ r _ _ h _ t w h _ n o n _ _ 

_ _ _ w _ _ _ w _ _ _ _ n t _ 

18. Insert a special word in the gap to complete the sentence. Remember to use a capital letter 

for the first letter in a sentence or question.  

 

Special words:   are, what, when, onto   

1.  The container is loaded _________ a ship. 

2.  __________ do you think happened to the grub? 

3.  The apples ________ sorted and packed into boxes. 

4. __________ the ship docks, the container is lifted onto a 

ship. 

19. Sentences make sense 

Rearrange the words to make a sentence 

 Look for the word with an upper case letter. It is likely to be the first word in a sentence. 

 Look for the word that is followed by a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark. It is 

likely to be the last word in a sentence. 

 Move the remaining words around until the sentence makes sense. 

*Suggestion – write the words on sticky notes so the student can move the words easily. 

1.  into boxes.          are sorted      The apples         and packed 

___________________________________ 
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2. The boxes      refrigerated       are stacked in a        container. 

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

3. onto a truck.     the container is lifted        When the ship docks, 

___________________________________

___________________________________ 
 
20. Proofreading sentences. Find the errors and write the correct sentence. 

1.  the grud tunnels into a nearby aple 
                                                        (4 errors: 2 punctuation, 2 spelling) 

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

2. the contayner is loded onto a chip 
                                                                (5 errors: 2 punctuation, 3 spelling) 

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

3. the apples ar set out for sail 
                                                                       (4 errors: 2 punctuation, 2 spelling)  

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

4.  what do you thing hippened to the gub 
 

                                                                      (5 errors: 2 punctuation; 3 spelling) 

___________________________________

___________________________________ 
 

 



      SPELD SA Phonic Book Worksheet - Set 9: What Will Happen to the Grub? Page 7 of 7 

 

 

“Paddock to Plate” – Writing Instructions 

In non-fiction writing, like recounts and procedures, the writer sequences events or writes 

instructions that have an order. In “What Will Happen to the Grub?” the journey of the apples is 

told as a recount. You can use the same order of events to write steps for a procedure by using 

verbs as ‘bossy’ command words at the beginning of the sentence. 

For example:  

The apples are picked.   (changes to…)  Pick the apples. 

Complete these sentences with the ‘bossy’ verbs. 

The apples are sorted ->_________ the apples 

The apples are packed into boxes->   ______ the apples into boxes. 

Use the text and the verbs below to finish the steps of getting the apples from the tree to the 

market. Number each step. 

stack, load, lift, deliver, set out, sell. 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 


