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Every syllable has 

a vowel sound 

When you say a 

word, every time 

you drop your 

chin you are 

saying a syllable 

Syllables are in 

types that follow 

rules 

Syllables help you 

spell and read 

long words 

Things to know 

about syllables 

SPELD SA Phonic Books Set 9  Date ____________ 

Materials  

Teacher: SPELD SA Phonic Books Set 9 Guidelines, phonic book 

Student: worksheet, pencil and rubber, laminated sheet / mini whiteboard and dry wipe 

pen with eraser, word book  

Sylvia from Sydney 

Teacher reads the instructions aloud. 

1. Read the book to the teacher.  Use blending ‘right through the word’ strategy for unknown 

regular words.  

2. Tell the teacher what the book was about, whether you liked it or not, and why. 

3. Discuss comprehension questions (from p 3) and work on new vocabulary with the teacher. 
4. Tell the teacher 3 things about the book.  Teacher scribes (if needed). 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

5. Hearing syllables. The teacher reads the following words for the student. The student uses a 

syllable identifying strategy like chin drops to identify how many syllables are in the word. 

Write the number of syllables next to the word.  

Sylvia (   )  found (  )   riding (   )   bicycle (   )  symptoms(  ) 

 
6. Spelling: y says short /i/ 

‘Sylvia from Sydney’ has lots of words where the <y> makes a short /i/ 

sound. The <y> make a short /i/ sound as it is in a closed syllable. 

Highlight the <y> in the words below when it makes a short /i/ sound. 

Sylvia 

Sydney 

bicycle 

Egypt 

crypt 

mystery 

syrup 

cylinder 

symptoms 
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E 

gypt 

mys ter 
y 

pyr am 

id 

7. Word sort. Highlight the vowel sounds in the words below that make the long /ie/ or short /i/ 

sound. Sort and write the words under the correct heading. 

 bite           pyramid            fly          grit          pin        

try        sight          spin         died              crypt      
 

Short /i/ sound Long /ie/ sound 

pyramid bite 

  

  

  

  

8. The prefix 'bi' means two or twice. A bicycle has two wheels. Bi-weekly means two times a 

week. The following words have the prefix ‘bi’. Match each word to a picture and talk with the 

teacher about why you think 'bi' was used. 

 

bicycle    

binoculars   

bisect   

 

9. Split syllables. Some words from the story have been split into syllables. Draw a line to join the 

syllables for each word then write the whole words on the lines below. 

 

_______/__________        _______/_______/_______            _______/________/_______ 
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10. Choose 1 sentence from the book and read it to the teacher. Copy the sentence.  Check your 

sentences for correct spelling by ticking each correct letter-sound and correcting incorrect 

letter-sounds.  

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
 

11. Comprehension. True or False? Tick a box to show if the sentence is true or false. 

 True False 

Sylvia from Sydney is wearing pyjamas.   

She rode a bicycle in an Egyptian street.   

Sylvia solved the mystery.   

The symbol covered cylinder was found in 

the crypt of a mummy. 

  

 
12. Dictation  

a. Sound and word revision sets 1-8: The teacher says each sound for the student to write on 

a laminated sheet or whiteboard (“Write the sound /s/”). The teacher then says each word 

for the student to write (“Write the word ‘sand'”). The student repeats the word, segments 

the word into sounds using fingers (s-a-n-d) then writes the word.  

Sounds: /s/, / z/, /g/, /j/   Words: sand, maze, grab, jumped. 

 

b. Revising Vowels: The teacher asks the student to write on a laminated sheet or whiteboard 

the different ways of writing the short 'i' sound. (“How many ways can you write the short 

‘i' sound. We have now learnt two ways.”) 

By set 9 students have learnt the following ways of writing the short 'i’ sound: 

i (pin), y (syrup)  

c. Sentence. Read the sentence with the teacher.  Discuss difficult or new spellings and sight 

words. For multisyllabic words, split the words into syllables. Repeat the sentence from 

memory. Write the sentence on a laminated sheet or board. Tick correct letters and make 

corrections. Check for capital letters and punctuation. 

She is solving the mystery in a crypt. 
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13. Reading Fluency (words/minute).  Read the words on the Fluency Word Chart as fast as you 

can across the rows. The teacher will time you and say ‘Stop’ after one minute.  If you get 

to the end of the list, start at the beginning again.  

 

I read _____ words in one minute. 

 

14. Teach how to detect the rhyming words in the top row and 

circle the words that rhyme. The student reads the 3 words in the following rows and circles 

the words that rhyme. 

play sway cry  

ride rode died 

find found ground 

crypt tripped try 

 
15. Read the words. Tell the teacher a word that rhymes with each word. Write the word. The 

teacher explains any words that rhyme but do not have the same spelling. 

bike   

sick   

might   

16. With the teacher, find words in the text with a given sound. Read each word, write the word 

and identify the position of the sound in the word. 

Is the sound at the beginning, the end or in the middle of the word? Can you find a word that 

has both ways? 

 

<y> says /i/ <i> says /i/ <i> says /ie/ 

   

   

Date :  /  / 

 

 ___________ wpm 
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17. Encoding Sounds - spelling practice 

Choose 5 words from the Fluency Word Chart.  

For each word: 1) Say the word aloud. 2) Count the sounds, pinching your fingers as you say 

each sound in the word. 3) Cover the word and write it on your whiteboard, making sure you 

write the correct number of sounds. 4) Uncover the word and tick each correct letter. Make 

corrections. 

18. Special words   

Read the words. Fill in the blanks for the words below. 

Egyptian Sydney bicycle who 

E g y p _ _ _ _ S _ d n _ y _ _ c y c l _ w h _ 

E _ _ _ t i a n  S y d _ _ _ b i _ _ c l e  _ _ o 

_ g _ p t _ _ n _ y _ _ _ y b i c _ c _ _ _ _ _ 

19. Insert a special word in the gap to complete the sentence. Remember to use a capital letter for 

names of places or people.  

 

Special words:   Egyptian, Sydney, bicycle, who. 

1.  Sylvia from ____________ is riding a ____________ in an  

___________ pyramid.  

2.  It was found in the crypt of a mummy _________ died from 

mysterious symptoms. 

20. Sentences make sense 

Rearrange the words to make a sentence 

 Look for the word with an upper case letter. It is likely to be the first word in a sentence. 

 Look for the word that is followed by a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark. It is 

likely to be the last word in a sentence. 

 Move the remaining words around until the sentence makes sense. 

*Suggestion – write the words on sticky notes so the student can move the words easily. 

 

1.  Sylvia is riding      an Egyptian pyramid.       a bicycle in 

___________________________________ 
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2.  solving a mystery    Egyptian mummy.     Sylvia is        about an 

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

3. is reported to have died with   The mummy   mysterious symptoms.  

____________________________________

__________________________________ 
 
21. Proofreading sentences. Find the errors and write the correct sentence. 

1.  silvia is wearing pijamas  
                                                        (4 errors: 2 punctuation, 2 spelling) 

___________________________________ 

2. she is solving the mistery of the sirup 
                                                                (4 errors: 2 punctuation, 2 spelling) 

___________________________________ 

3. she is rideing a bycycle in an egyptian piramid 
                                                                       (6 errors: 3 punctuation, 3 spelling)  

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

4.  the sirup was fond in the crypt of a mummee 
 

                                                                      (5 errors: 2 punctuation; 3 spelling) 

___________________________________

___________________________________ 
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22. Vocabulary. 

The story 'Sylvia from Sydney' has many words that you may not know. Find out the meaning on 

the words below using a dictionary, the internet, an adult, your teacher or some other reliable 

resource. Draw or write in each box to show what the word means.  

cylinder 

 

 

 

 

crypt 

symbol 

 

 

 

 

Egyptian mummy 

 

23. Sylvia is from Sydney and she goes to Egypt. Use an Altas or map of the world to find Egypt 

and Sydney and mark them on the world map. A map of the world can be found at 

https://www.mapsofworld.com/. Clicking on the country gives a detailed map of that country. 


