
 

Sailing                          
Set 9 (214 words) 
Text written by Angela Weeks and illustrated by Dick Weigall 

 

Special words 

love, packed, to, put, who, he, pull, one, other, so 

 

 

It is Sunday and I’m going sailing. With a packed lunch and my sailing 

gear in a bag, I set off to catch a bus to the sailing club. 

I eat my lunch on the bus. 

At the sailing club, I put on my sailing gear and a life jacket and smear 

sunscreen on my skin. 

Then I seek out Adam who looks after the boats. He tells me to take 

Quick Silver, a topper tied to a pontoon. 

I clamber in, pull on the main sheet to raise the sail and sit on the 

bench at the stern. 

Adam unties the painter, tosses it into the boat and pushes the boat 

out with his foot. 

I’m off, the main sheet in one hand and the tiller in the other. The sail 

fills and the boat speeds into the main channel of the river. 

“I love sailing so much.” I feel the wind in my hair and on my cheeks 

and bask in the feeling of freedom. 



 

 



Questions 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 Have you ever been sailing? Tell me about it. What did you like? 

Was there anything you didn’t like? 

 If the reader hasn’t been sailing, ask: What do you think you 

would like if you went sailing? Is there anything you think you 

wouldn’t like?   

 Find a labelled illustration that shows the meaning of some of the 

terms used in the story: ‘main sheet’, ‘tiller’, stern’, ‘painter’. Talk 

about the main sheet, tiller and painter and what they are for. 

Find out what a topper is and what a pontoon is. 

 What do the words ‘clamber’ and’ bask’ mean? Explain the 

meanings if the reader doesn’t know, using context as a guide and 

then together act out how you would ‘clamber on to a boat’ and 

‘bask in the feeling of freedom’. 

 

 

 


