
Off to Camp                    
Set 9 (150 words) 
Text written by Angela Weeks and illustrated by Dick Weigall 

 

Special words 

he, we, she, to, do, go, are, you, OK, the, his, is, 

asks, what, when, cuddle, active, find, email, 

photo, your 

Miss Talbot’s class is planning a camp. 

Jack feels bad. He is not keen to go to camp. “Are you OK?” Bill asks. 

“I am OK,” Jack lies. 

Bill tells Miss Talbot that Jack seems sad. 

Miss Talbot sends Jack to the Sick Room and rings his mum. Jack’s 

mum collects him and asks what the problem is. “I do not want to go to 

camp,” Jack sobs. “I will miss you and dad.” 

“We will miss you, too,” replies his mum. She hugs him and Jack 

attempts a grin. 

Tips for combating homesickness: 

 Keep active 

 Find a pal to talk to and do thing with. It will stop you from 

feeling bad 

 Ring or email mum and dad – but not when you feel sad 

 Cuddle a soft toy  

 Pack a photo of mum, dad and your pets. 

 Do not lie on the bed and sob. 



 

Questions 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 Why did Jack seem sad at the beginning of the story? 

 When Jack told Bill he was OK, was he lying? Why do you think he 

lied? 

 Why did Jack ‘attempt’ a grin? Tell me about a time you tried 

hard to smile. 

 What does the heading, ‘Tips for combating homesickness’ mean? 

 Have you ever felt homesick? Tell me about a time when you felt 

homesick. Do you have any tips that helped you feel better? Why 

isn’t it a good idea to lie on your bed and cry? 

 Have you ever been sent to the ‘Sick Room’? What happened? 

 

 

 


