
 

Ned and the Bandits 10     Set 7 (390words) 
Text written by Angela Weeks and illustrated by Dick Weigall 

 

Special words 

options, route, very, light, water, nothing, eye, 

coloured, money, one, school, makes, faithful, 

friend 

 

Ned is in need of funds. As he considers the alternatives, he 

remembers his dad telling him, when he was a kid, about a big opal that 

was found in Andamooka. 

The next week, Ned sets off, with his swag and a small bag of 

belongings, on a quest to find the biggest opal ever seen. Ned joins a 

drover with a mob of cattle travelling the stock route to Marree. Ned’s 

job is to look after the cattle when it gets dark and the stockmen are 

sleeping. 

From Marree, Ned hitches a lift with a travelling peddler selling 

farming equipment, clothing, trinkets, pots and pans to families living 

on outback farms. 

At last they get to Andamooka, a desert settlement, inhabited by opal 

prospectors living in dugouts. It is very hot. Ned sleeps in the open and 

at first light, with his pick, shovel, handpick and stick, he sets off up 

the hill until he finds a plot of unclaimed land, and bangs the stick into 

the ground to ‘stake his claim’. 



From morning until dusk, Ned digs the soil. He digs and digs and digs. 

Weeks pass. His last coins have been spent on food and water and he 

has nothing left to barter. He is thin and unwell but he cannot stop. He 

has the bug. He WILL find a big opal. And he does. 

On his last legs, Ned tries a different spot, but before he can start 

digging, it begins to rain. He shelters under a tree, and as he thinks 

about the moment when he will find the biggest opal on the planet, a 

rock, wet with rain, catches his eye. It seems to be coloured. Can Ned 

trust what he sees? Has Ned found an opal? He picks up the rock and 

reports his find. 

Ned sells the opal for two thousand and six hundred pounds and 

catches the train back to Bond. 

Digging for opal in the hot sun, with little food or water, has left Ned a 

frail and sick man. Thinking he will soon die, Ned makes a will:  

Ned’s Last Will and Testament 

I Ned Munro give: 

One thousand pounds to set up a school 

One thousand pounds to set up a hospital 

The remainder to my faithful friends, Sam, Tom and Pip in equal parts. 

 

 

 



Questions/Activities 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 What is the story about? 

 Do you think there are still pedlars travelling around the outback 

selling things? Give your reasons. 

 What words suggest that Ned might soon die? 

 What is an opal? What helped Ned see the opal? 

 In this story, what do you think a dugout is? A dugout is also a 

kind of ….? 

 Why did Ned have little food or water? 

 Comment on Ned’s will. Do you think it is a good will? 

 Many of these terms are Australian (choose 4): swag, drover, 

mob, stock route, stockmen, peddler, outback, settlement, 

prospectors, stake a claim, ‘reports his find’, ‘last will and 

testament’. What do you think they mean? It may help to find the 

word/s in the book and use the context to help. 

 

 

 


