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Ned continues to help the people of Bond. He lends a hand when help is 

needed, and gives food and shelter to the poor. But soon, Ned, too, is 

poor. He has run out of funds. What can he do? 

Ned tries a number of different jobs. First, he gets a job as a waiter 

in a bar. This is a disaster. Ned starts by tipping pasta into a 

customer’s lap and spills her coffee on the floor. As he tries to brush 

up the mess, another waiter trips over him. The two men slip helplessly 

to the ground every time they attempt to stand up. Ned gets the sack. 

He is glad. Waiting at tables was not for him. 

Next, Ned applies for a job in the circus. He tries out as a juggler but 

when he keeps dropping the balls, the boss recommends he join the 

acrobats. 

Ned is instructed to jump onto the back of a horse as it canters 

around the ring. But he flies over the top, missing the horse, and lands 

on his bottom. 



Ned ticks ‘juggler’ and ‘acrobat’ off his list of possible jobs, and offers 

to help with the elephants. But the elephants trample on his feet. 

He tries feeding the lions but is terrified by them. Ned crosses 

‘elephants’ and ‘lions’ off his list. 

The only job he is good at is sweeping out the poo from the animal 

cages and scrubbing the floor. But the smell gets too much for him, 

and one morning he faints. Ned quits the circus. He needs to think 

outside the box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions/Activities 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 Tell me the story in your own words. Let’s see how many of the 

jobs Ned tried you can remember. You can use your fingers to 

help. I counted 6. 

 What does the expression: ‘to think outside the box’ mean? 

 What do you think Ned could do to earn some money? 

 How do you know this isn’t a modern day circus? 

 What kind of job would you like to do? 

 What do these words mean? ‘to get the sack’, quit, faint 

 

 

 


