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Huntsman spiders have long, hairy legs and can move very fast. They 

have 8 eyes. Some huntsmen are as big as an adult’s hand. 

Unlike most spiders, huntsmen don’t spin webs. Sometimes, they come 

into houses and sit on walls and ceilings, waiting. What are they waiting 

for? Huntsman spiders eat cockroaches, earwigs and other bugs, 

sometimes other spiders. When a bug gets close, they grab it and 

inject it with poison to liquidise its insides. Later they will drink the 

liquid. 

In the rainforest, there is a huntsman that has a grey or brown back 

and a green belly, so it blends perfectly with the trees on which it 

lives. Harry is one of these huntsmen. 

Small jumping jack ants also live in the rainforest. They have sharp 

mandibles and a sting in their tail that can deliver powerful venom. 

They are very agile and can jump from branch to branch. They are 

quite fearless. 



One day Jenny, a jumping jack ant, spots Harry. Jenny normally eats 

nectar from flowers but when she sees Harry, she thinks he will make a 

good meal for the larvae in the nest. 

She jumps onto the spider. Harry grabs the ant and sinks in his fangs. 

But before she dies, Jenny stings the huntsman, partly paralysing it 

with her venom. 

Jumping jack ants at the nest hear the noise and run to help. The ants 

work as a team, attacking the spider from all sides. Within seconds, 

Harry is dead and the ants drag his lifeless body to their underground 

nest to provide food for the larvae. 

In the world of ants and spiders, ants in the large numbers will always 

win. 

This story was inspired by Monster Bug Wars: Jumping Jack Ants vs. 

Huntsman Spider. 

 

  



 

Questions 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 Read the title. What does versus mean? When do we usually use 

the word ‘versus’ or its abbreviation ‘v.’ or ‘vs.’? 

 Tell the story in your own words. 

 Have you ever seen the bodies of insects caught in a spider’s 

web? Do you know what they are? These are the leftovers after 

the spider has drunk the insect’s body fluids. 

 Find out about ant colonies and the jobs of the queen, the drones 

and the worker ants. What kind of ant was Jenny? How do you 

know? 

 Lots of creatures, like Harry, are coloured so that they blend 

into their habitat. This is called camouflage. Can you think of a 

creature that uses camouflage for protection? Talk about a 

creature that uses camouflage and discuss how their camouflage 

protects them. Research different kinds of camouflage and how 

camouflage is used in war. 


