
 

How to Grow Cherry Tomatoes Set 10 (323 words) 
Text written by Angela Weeks and illustrated by Dick Weigall 

 

Special words 

anywhere, what, while, when, one, warm, hours, 

climb, build, buy, do, water, variety, centimetres, 

sauces 

 

 

Cherry tomatoes are small and sweet. You can pop them in your mouth 

like a lolly.  They can be eaten raw in salads, added to stews, soups and 

sauces or roasted and frozen for later use.  

Cherry tomatoes grow anywhere that is warm and a little damp. Follow 

the steps below to grow cherry tomatoes from seedlings. 

What you need 

• One or more cherry tomato seedlings. Choose short, sturdy plants. 

• Warm, dry climate 

• Well drained soil 

• A patch/plot that gets at least 6 hours of sun every day 

• Garden stakes or a frame for the tomatoes to climb up* 

• Trowel 

• Fork 

• Spade 

• Mulch 



Method 

1. First, weed the plot with a spade and build or buy a frame for the 

tomatoes to climb up.*      

2. Dig lots of compost and organic matter into the soil.  

3. Make a hole for each seedling with your fist or a trowel. 

4. If planting more than one seedling, dig rows of holes about 30 

centimetres apart.                             

5. Press the soil down firmly around the roots. Do not add fertilizer.  

6. Water lightly. Put the frame over the plants. 

7. Continue to water and fertilise the plant while you wait for the 

tomatoes to grow and ripen (about 50 to 90 days).  

8. Pick cherry tomatoes, when red, individually/one by one or cut off a 

complete truss when all the tomatoes are ripe. 

Comment: Cherry tomatoes can also be grown in pots or tubs. Select the 

variety based on the size of your container. The pot needs to be at least 

30 centimetres wide and 30 centimetres deep. To keep the soil evenly 

moist, check it daily. 

 

 

 

 



Questions/Activities 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are working in 

pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 Tell me two important things about growing cherry tomatoes.  

 If you had a garden, would you grow cherry tomatoes? Give 2 

reasons for your answer. 

 Show me how long a centimetre is. How long is a metre? 

 Show me 30 centimetres. Why do the seedlings have to be 

planted 30 centimetres apart? 

 What do these words mean: seedlings, well drained, sauce, damp, 

variety, sturdy, mulch, fertiliser, trowel, spade, frame, ripe, soil, 

container, wide, evenly, truss? 

 


