
 

Good Dog Baxter                
Set 9 (169 words) 
Text written by Angela Weeks and illustrated by Dick Weigall 

 

Special words 

Ok, 000, a, goes, all, he, the, into, to, when, over, 

there, has, who, was, his, of, onto 

 

Tom has a truck. When he goes on the road, his dog, Baxter, goes with 

him. 

Tom and Baxter set off for Bimbi Park with a load of fodder. The road 

runs along the top of steep cliffs. All of a sudden, a kangaroo hops onto 

the road. 

Tom swerves to avoid the kangaroo but the truck careers over the 

cliff and into the sea. 

Baxter gets out of the truck but Tom is stuck. 

Baxter swims to land to get help. He runs into Liz and Bud. Baxter was 

barking non-stop and looking out to sea. 

Liz rings 000 and Bud swims to the sinking truck. He helps Tom get out 

of the truck and gets him to the beach. 

When the rescue team gets there, Tom is sitting with Bud, Liz and 

Baxter on the sand. He is in pain but OK apart from his bleeding leg. 

Tom goes to hospital and Baxter goes with him. Good dog, Baxter! 



Questions 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 Have you ever seen a kangaroo as your family has driven on the 

road? What happened? Were you in the city or the country? Was 

it daylight or night time? Why do you think it was that time of 

day? 

 Do you know anything a driver can do to protect the car from a 

kangaroo when driving at high speed? Have you seen a ‘Roo Bar’ on 

a car? 

 When do people call 000? What information do you think Liz will 

be asked to provide? 

 What animals might run onto the road in the city? 

 

 

 


