
 

Fun at the dam                  
Set 6 (101 words) 
Text written by Angela Weeks and illustrated by Dick Weigall 

 

Special words 

are, the, use, into, to, onto, fall, their 

 

 

Frank, Alec and Harrison are having fun at the dam. Frank jumps from 

the gum tree into the dam and swims to a floating log. He gets up onto 

the log. 

Alec jumps from the gum tree into the dam and swims to the log. He 

sits on the log with Frank. They use their hands as paddles and propel 

the log along. 

Then Harrison jumps into the dam. He tries to get onto the log but the 

log sinks. Frank and Alec wobble and fall off the log. 

It’s a good thing the children can swim! 

  



Questions 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 Do you think there should be an adult with the boys? Let’s talk 

about some of the safety issues when you are near water.  

 Tell me some things you have seen floating on water and some 

things which have sunk. 

 Why did the log sink when Harrison tried to climb onto it? Why 

do you think some things sink and other things float? Fill a bowl 

or sink with some water and find out which objects float and 

which objects sink. Try things like stones, plastic toys, a metal 

spoon and a rubber ball. Think about the weight and size of each 

object and make a guess about whether or not it will float! How 

many are you able to guess correctly? 

 Tell me about your experience of learning to swim. Do you 

remember the first time you swam unaided (without any help)? 

 Show me how the boys propelled the log along using their hands 

as paddles. What does the word ‘propel’ mean? 

 

 

 


