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Frank and Sandra went on the train to Scotland. It was winter. It was 

cold. They saw snow on the ground. 

In the winter the days are short. In the north of Scotland it gets dark 

at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. In the morning, the sun rises after 9 

o’clock and the ground is coated with frost. 

The train had lots of stops. It crossed rivers and went in tunnels. 

In Scotland they saw lots of old houses and shops. The houses were 

black. They looked drab and dark.  

Lots of houses did not have a garden. They had no spot for the kids to 

run and play. The kids had to go to the park or stay in the house. 

In Scotland, they have buses with a top deck and a bottom deck. It is 

fun to sit on top. You can see a lot from the top of the bus. 

The traditional dress of men and boys in Scotland is the kilt. Their legs 

must get cold in winter. Frank bought a kilt to help him remember his 

trip to Scotland. Sandra bought a tartan blanket to help her remember 

the trip to Scotland.  



Questions 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 What do you think frost is? Have you ever seen frost? How can 

you tell frost from snow? What types of clothing would people 

wear when it is frosty? 

 Why do you think they make train tunnels? Have you ever been 

through a train tunnel? Was it short or long? Was it light or 

dark? What was it like when you went through the tunnel? 

 Is there a garden where you live? Do you know anyone who lives in 

a house with no garden? Where would someone with no garden 

play? 

 Have you ever seen or been on a double decker bus? What was it 

like and where did you sit? 

 Have you ever seen anyone wearing a kilt? What type of material 

is a kilt made with? Is your family Scottish and do they have a 

tartan clan? 


