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Special words 

live, lives, have, enough, full, some, when, which, 

would, could, half, they, their, one, wound, 

through, chemical, juices, other  

 

Gerty is a green tree ant. She lives in a colony of half a million ants. 

Scarp is a tree scorpion. Like spiders, scorpions have 8 legs and are 

easily recognised by their pincers and a segmented tail that ends with 

a very nasty stinger, full of venom. In some scorpions there is enough 

venom to kill a human being. 

One day Gerty, a worker ant, was foraging for food on her own, when 

she met Scarp. Although the scorpion was much bigger than her, Gerty 

knew no fear. She attacked Scarp, biting him fiercely with her 

serrated mandibles, then squirting formic acid from the tip of her tail 

into the wound. 

Scarp was enraged as the pain shot through his system. When he 

realized that this puny ant had inflicted the wound, he turned around 

and stabbed her with his stinger, killing Gerty almost instantly, but not 

before she had sent a strong chemical signal to her sisters at the nest. 



The other ants, realizing that Gerty had sacrificed her life for them, 

set out to attack the scorpion and bring it back for food. They 

followed the chemical trail left by Gerty and soon found Scarp. They 

bit the scorpion until he had no resistance left. Then they sucked up all 

his life juices as he lay dying and scattered his limbs all around. 

They took the best bits back to feed others in the nest.  



 

Questions 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 Name two facts about green tree ants that you learnt from this 

story. 

 An ant is an _________ and a scorpion is a _______. 

 In what ways are insects and spiders different? Name 2 key 

differences. 

 Choose two interesting words used in the story and tell me what 

you think they mean. 

 What do these words mean: colony, serrated, mandibles, venom, 

puny, sacrificed, resistance? (Choose two) 

 Find out how green ants build their nests. Discuss what makes 

green ants’ nests, and the way they build them, interesting. 

 Green ants can be eaten. They taste like lemon and are used in 

Aboriginal bush medicine for coughs and colds. Research other 

examples of Aboriginal bush medicine. 

 Why did Gerty, the ant, send out a chemical signal before she 

died? 

 

 

 


