
 

An Off-Road Trip         Set 13 (350 words) 
Text written by Angela weeks and illustrated by Dick Weigall 

 

Special words 
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At last, Dave had saved up enough money to buy a second-hand 4Wheel 

Drive so he could go off-road driving with his mates. 

For their first trip together, they decided to take the Oodnadatta 

Track in the north of South Australia. Their destination was Lake 

Eyre. 

Lake Eyre had a big filling in 2010 and Dave was keen to see the 

wildlife that is attracted to the water. Most of the time the lake is 

dry – just like a vast, crusty saltpan. 

Dave was new to off-road driving and he had not had any training. 

Because of the big rain, the track was muddy in parts and one day his 

jeep lost traction going up a hill. His mates wedged the back wheels 

with stones, placed carpet strips under the front tyres as traction aids 

and pulled the jeep out of the mud with a winch. 

Some sections of the track were deeply rutted and one day, Dave got 

the undercarriage of his jeep stuck on the hump. His mates helped him 

jack up the jeep and fill under the tyres with sand so that he could 

drive off the hump. Then they showed him how to drive with one wheel 

in the rut and the other wheel on the middle hump. 



Soft sand was Dave’s next challenge. He drove too fast. It wasn’t long 

before his wheels began to spin and he got stuck again. His mates had 

deflated their tyres so they didn’t dig into the sand as deeply as  

Dave’s. Dave deflated his tyres, his mates laid down the carpet strips 

again and Dave got his vehicle out of the soft sand. 

Dave was looking forward to driving through water. It looked easy. 

Again, he drove too fast. This time, his engine failed. Fortunately, 

Dave’s mates had packed some basic tools and supplies and quickly got 

his jeep going again. 

Lastly, Dave ran out of petrol. He did not have a spare tank. What do 

you think happened? 

Do you think Dave and his mates got to see Lake Eyre? Give your 

reasons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Questions/Activities 

After reading the text ask students one or more of the following questions. If students are 

working in pairs, alternate Partner 1, then Partner 2. 

 How do you think Dave felt when his mates had to keep getting 

him out of trouble? How would you feel if you were in his 

situation? 

 Tell me what happened at the end as if you were finishing the 

story. Go from: Lastly, Dave ran out of petrol. He did not have a 

spare tank. 

 Name two of the hazards Dave faced. 

 Do you think Dave will go off-road driving again? Give your 

reasons? 

 What should you do if you run out of petrol or your car breaks 

down in the desert? 

 List some things you should take with you if driving off-road. 

 For interest, find the Oodnadatta Track on a map and some 

photos of the Lake Eyre wildlife. 

 If you were giving advice to someone about a trip to a remote 

place, what would you say? 

 

 

 


